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the decision, and considered it due to American ignorance of India's civiliza-
tion and its possibilities.

Finally, when reminded of the fact that all India worshipped him as a
"saint", that thousands of children were being named "Gandhidas", that wreaths
were daily freshened over his pictures in millions of homes throughout India,
Mr. Gandhi replied simply :

I think that word "saint" should be ruled out of present life*
It is too sacred a word to be lightly applied to anybody, much
less to one like myself, who claims only to be a humble searcher
after Truth.1

From a newspaper cutting : S.N. 8956

102,   MESSAGE TO GUJARAT VIDYAPITH

[On or before February 6, 1924]2

The message was to the effect that the release from imprisonment was no
cause for rejoicing but rather for greater humility. The burden of responsibility
would be now heavier than ever to bear, and they must prepare themselves and
get ready to be strong enough to bear it when the time came.

The Bombay Chronicle, 9-2-1924

103.    TELEGRAM TO LAJPAT RAP

[POONA,

On or after February 6, 1924]

THANKS         I         WILL         NOT        TROUBLE         YOU         WHILE         YOU

ARE        ILL.        WRITING.4

From a photostat: S.N. 8264

1  Vide Vol. XVII, pp. 405-9.
2 This was conveyed by G.F. Andrews to the members of the Sabarmati
Ashram and the Gujarat Vidyapith on February 6. For Andrews's .statement
on Gandhiji's release, vide Appendix VII.
3 This was in reply to Lajpat Rai's telegram of February 6, 1924, which
read: "Returned Lahore this morning.   Not quite well.    Prakasam wires you
want me Poona. Wire your wishes."
4  Vide "Letter to Lajpat Rai'% 8-2-1924.